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This guide explains how professional and home users can take advantage of Wi-Fi to achieve their

mobility goals around the house or in the office. It features step-by-step processes, tips, sidebars,

illustrations and screenshots to convey information visually. Readers will learn about the

components of a wireless network including access points, and network cards. Plus how to choose,

install and configure them for use in a new or existing network.
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The popularity of the wireless networking of personal computers is rapidly growing, especially for

laptop users. Wireless networking goes by several monikers; Apple calls it AirPort, many PC

manufacturers call it Wi-Fi, and techies refer to its official name of 802.11b. Most business oriented

hotels, and airport frequent-flyer lounges now provide Wi-Fi access, and boutique coffee shops are

adding wireless networking to attract and keep customers.If you want to share your Internet access

at home between several computers, be they Macs or Windows machines, wireless networking is

becoming more and more affordable. But there is often more to this technology than meets the eye.

I have a Mac; do I have to buy Apple-branded equipment? What access point (the Base Station, in

Apple-speak) do you buy? What wireless card do you buy? What about security?Shelley Brisbin's

Build Your Own Wi-Fi Network is aimed at end users wanting to learn more than just the basics of

how to get your Wi-Fi up and running. Brisbin's extensive experience authoring computer books and



articles (nine books and many articles) helps her to thoroughly cover the subject.Will this book be

useful to the average Macintosh owner who wants to go wireless, be it with Apple's AirPort

equipment, or third-party hardware? At first glance, the distinctly Windows orientation of the book

appeared to make it less-than-useful to Mac users. But Brisbin is careful to be fairly platform

agnostic; each section includes Mac information. Since many wireless routers are configured via a

web browser, the screen shots are perfectly useful to Mac users. Ironically, Apple's own AirPort

Base Station is one of the few wireless access points not configured via a web browser!
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